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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (currently amended)) A process for producing iron oxide-containing pellets 

comprising agglomerating fine ore particles In the presence of a binder system to 
form green pellets, and heating said green pellets in stages to a final 
temperature In the range of about 1 ,275-1 ,350'C, wherein said binder system Is 
substantially free of hydrophobic liquid and comprises 
(I) an inorganic binder and/or an organic binder, and 
(ii) a binder additive selected from boron-containing compounds, calcium 
fluoride, and combinations tn^r^nf, wherein the boron-containing 
nnmpound is ^ f^\^.f ^-d from b ornn ftxide. calcium borate, sodium boratQ , 
^ filfn nHrlde. and m ivtureB thereof . 

(currently amended) The process according to claim 1 wherein the boron- 
containing compound Is selected from a^dium tetrabomte oalcium tetrgborate. 
«nri mivturesthereofUy i y n ui ildo. oalo in m h n mt o . b u diym boroto. boric n rin . 
b e ron nitr ide. 

3. (previously presented) The process of claim 1 wherein the boron-containing 
compound Is sodium borate. 

4. (previously presented) The process of claim 1 wherein the binder system 
comprises a carboxymethyl cellulose as organic binder. 

5. (currently amended) th^ nroceas of claim 1 wherein A prooooo for prodi iri ng 
ttoi i oxide containing pc l lotP oompr i oing tho otop of aggiomorat i ng fino iron orp 
pjrticlCJ In the prr-rnnfi ~-_^hinH>.r system w»M«*M»mprises a cellulose 
ether and a binder additive selected from boron-containing compounds, calcium 
fluoride, and combinations thereof. 
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6. (original) The process according to claim 5 wherein the cellulose ether is 
carboxymethyl cellulose or a salt thereof. 

7. (new) The process of claim 3 wherein said sodium borate Is sodium tetraborate. 

8. (new) The process of claim 1 wherein the boron-containing compound is 
calcium borate. 

9. (new) The process of claim 8 wherein said calcium borate is calcium tetraborate. 

10. (new) The process of claim 1 wherein said boron-containing compound is 
derived from ulexite, colemanite, Qerstley, Laguna Murray's, Gillespie, and 
mixtures thereof. 

1 1 . (nsw)> A process for producing Iron oxide-contalnlng pellets comprising 
agglomerating fine ore particles In the presence of a binder system to form green 
pellets, and heating said green pellets in stages to a final temperature in the 
range of about 1 ,275-1 .350'C. wherein said binder system is substantially free 
Gff hydrophobic liquid and comprises 

(iii) carboxymethyl cellulose or a salt thereof, and 

(Iv) a binder additive selected firom boron-containing compounds, calcium 
fluoride, and combinations thereof, wherein the boron-containing 
compound is selected firom sodium tetraborate, calcium tetraborate and 
mixtures thereof . 
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